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we have promised Mary that we would never drink
even a single cup. We thereby expiate our former
misdeeds when, ignorant of true piety and of reli-
gion, we were wont to gorge ourselves with wine.
Now we have adopted other customs and other
ideas.”” I saw some of them, in the house of the
Governor and viceroy of Canada, utterly refuse a
goblet of wine offered them, and not drink it until a
Priest of our Society ordered them to do so. Not
long ago, a French merchant spoke to me as follows:
‘““ We cannot, my father, help admiring the temper-
ance and constancy of the Lorette Hurons. Recently
we happened to come upon their band, and we all
spent the night in the same place, in the cabins that
they usually construct. They never could be induced
by us to taste a drop of wine, even to touch it with
their lips, being satisfied with bread and a little
tobacco, which we willingly gave them.”

On the other hand, this piety of the Lorettans—
so exact, so abstemious [from intoxicating liquor] —
does not at all diminish the warlike Spirit which
these savages commonly possess; it merely imposes
moderation and certain limits upon their Martial ardor.
Accordingly, they never take up arms unless at the
Governor's pleasure. When they have to fight,
they often serve as an example and a cause for shame
to their other countrymen. When a certain village
of the English was being assaulted, and a troop of
cavalry Sent to defend it was approaching, the
French, with the Lorettans and Abnaquis Alone
Sustained and repelled the onset, the other savages
having been shamefully put to flight. ‘‘ And this is
not surprising,’’ said our Hurons, ‘‘ For who can be
strong Knowing that he is the enemy of God; and



